Electronic Version 
Stylesheet Version vl.1.1 

Description 

SIZE-CONVERTIBLE PILLOW CASE OR 
DUVET COVER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates in a first aspect to pillow 
cases specially adapted for use with pillows of varying 
size, such as queen-size and king-size, that can be con- 
verted from a first size to a second size by varying folded 
configuration without adding or taking away fabric mate- 
rial. The present invention relates in a second aspect to 
duvet covers specially adapted for use with duvets of 
varying size that can be converted from a first size to a 
second size by folding without adding or taking away fab- 
ric material. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Bed pillows are sold in various sizes commonly referred to 
as standard, queen, king and California-king sizes. Byway 
of example, standard-sized pillows and queen-sized pil- 
lows have a width of about 20 inches and a length of 


about 30 inches, whereas king-sized pillows have a width 
of about 20 inches and a length of about 36 inches. Cali- 
fornia-king pillow cases may have a longer length. Con- 
sumers currently purchase pillow cases of a certain size to 
fit one pillow size, and must purchase separate pillow 
cases of different sizes to fit over different-sized pillows. 
Alternatively, consumers purchase a larger-sized pillow 
case, and tolerate an improper fit when placing such 
larger size case over a smaller pillow. 

[0003] Various pillow case constructions have been shown in the 
art. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. Nos. 1,775,061; 5,430,902; Des. 
409,872 and Des. 430,768. None of the prior patents has 
disclosed a pillow case that may be converted from a first 
size to accommodate a pillow with a longer length to a 
second size to accommodate a pillow with a shorter 
length without sewing and without cutting or removing 
material from the pillow case. 

[0004] Therefore, there is a need in the art to provide convertible 
pillow cases that will encase multiple sizes of pillows. 

[0005] Similarly, there is a need in the art to provide convertible 

duvet covers that will encase multiple sizes of duvets. 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 


[0006] One exemplary embodiment of the present invention is a 


size-convertible pillow case or cover that defines an inter- 
nal portion for receiving a pillow and an external portion 
having a front face and a rear face. The pillow cover de- 
fines an open end communicating with the internal por- 
tion. The front face of the pillow cover defines at least one 
opening therethrough, such as a button hole. The pillow 
cover further includes a flap portion at the open end, 
wherein the flap portion forms a pouch within the internal 
portion of the pillow cover. The flap portion defines a 
front face and a rear face. At least one fastener, such as a 
button, is attached to the front face of the flap portion, 
wherein said fastener is engagable with the at least one 
opening through the front face of the pillow cover to se- 
cure the pillowcase over a pillow of a first size, such as a 
king-sized pillow, when such king-sized pillow is received 
within the pillow cover. 
[0007] Preferably, there are multiple fasteners attached to the 

flap, and multiple mating openings through the front face 
of the pillow cover. When a pillow of larger size, such as a 
king-sized pillow, is held within the pillow cover, the end 
portion of the pillow is held within the flap, and the fas- 
teners mate with the openings (such as a button mating 
with a button hole) to secure the pillow cover over the pil- 


low. 

[0008] Optionally, the front face of the pillow cover may be pro- 
vided with one or more loops that may further engage the 
button(s) to provide a more secure and more decorative 
closing means. Most preferably, a tape or decorative rib- 
bon is applied around the pillow cover over the front and 
rear faces, and the loops are engaged to the tape. In this 
other embodiment, the tape is spaced apart from the 
open end of the pillow cover at a distance substantially 
equal to the length of the flap. 

[0009] Jo convert the pillow cover to accommodate a pillow of a 
smaller size or shorter length, such as a standard-sized 
pillow, the king-sized pillow is removed and a standard- 
sized pillow is inserted into the cover. Then, the flap and a 
portion of the front and rear faces of the pillow cover are 
folded and inserted into the interior of the pillow cover. By 
so folding and inserting, a new open end of the pillow 
cover is defined, and the pillow cover has a new length 
that is shorter than the first length. Preferably, the flap is 
folded so as to cover one end of the pillow. The loop(s) 
are then fastened over fastener(s) applied to the rear face 
of the pillow cover, such as buttons, to secure the pillow 
cover over the standard-sized pillow. Most preferably, the 


loops are engaged to the tape or decorative ribbon ap- 
plied around the pillow cover over the front and rear faces 
of the pillow cover. The tape thus helps to define the new 
open end of the pillow cover. 

[0010] The pillow cover may be reversibly altered from its first, 
longer-length size to accommodate a king-sized pillow to 
a second, shorter-length size to accommodate a stan- 
dard-sized pillow and back again: (1) by folding and in- 
serting the flap and a portion of the front and rear faces 
into the interior of the pillow cover, or (2) unfolding and 
removing the inserted flap and other folded portions from 
the interior of the pillow cover. In addition, the pillow case 
or cover may be formed of various size-convertible con- 
figurations. For example, its longer length may be 
adapted to accommodate a queen-sized pillow and the 
flap may have a length so that the cover may be shortened 
to a length to accommodate a standard-sized pillow. 
Many size variations to accommodate California king, 
king, queen, standard and twin sized pillows are within 
the scope of the invention. 

[001 1] A further exemplary embodiment is a convertible duvet 

cover. The convertible duvet cover has a structure compa- 
rable to the pillow cover, but the size of the cover is 


formed to fit over duvets, rather than over pillows. Hence, 
the duvet cover functions in the same manner as the pil- 
low cover. That is, the duvet cover defines an internal 
portion for receiving a duvet and an external portion hav- 
ing a front face and a rear face. The duvet cover defines 
an open end communicating with the internal portion. The 
front face of the duvet cover defines at least one opening 
therethrough, such as a button hole. The duvet cover fur- 
ther includes a flap portion at the open end, wherein the 
flap portion forms a pouch within the internal portion of 
the duvet cover. The flap portion defines a front face and 
a rear face. At least one fastener, such as a button, is at- 
tached to the front face of the flap portion, wherein said 
fastener is engagable with the at least one opening 
through the front face of the duvet cover to secure the 
cover over a duvet of a first size, such as a queen-sized 
duvet or comforter, when such queen-sized duvet is re- 
ceived within the duvet cover. 
[0012] Preferably, there are multiple fasteners attached to the 

flap, and multiple mating openings through the front face 
of the duvet cover. When a duvet of larger size, such as a 
queen-sized duvet, is held within the cover, the end por- 
tion of the duvet is held within the flap, and the fasteners 


mate with the openings (such as a button mating with a 
button hole) to secure the cover over the duvet. 
[0013] The duvet cover may be reversibly altered from its first, 
longer-width size to accommodate a queen-sized duvet 
or comforter to a second, shorter-width size to accom- 
modate a standard-sized or even twin-sized duvet and 
back again: (1) by folding and inserting the flap and a 
portion of the front and rear faces into the interior of the 
cover, or (2) unfolding and removing the inserted flap and 
other folded portions from the interior of the cover. In ad- 
dition, the duvet cover may be formed of various size- 
convertible configurations. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0014] FIG. 1 is a bottom plan view of a convertible pillow case or 
cover of the invention which is opened to receive either a 
queen-sized or king-sized bed pillow; 

[0015] FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the convertible pillow 
cover of FIG. 1; 

[0016] FIG. 3 is top plan view of the convertible pillow cover of 
FIG. 1; 

[0017] FIG. 4 is an enlarged end elevational view of the convert- 
ible pillow cover of FIG. 1; 
[0018] FIG. 5 is a fragmental cross-sectional view in side eleva- 


tion taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 1; 

[0019] FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the convertible pillow cover 
with closure means engaged and having a pillow with a 
length LI (such as a king-sized pillow) encased therein; 

[0020] FIG. 7 is a fragmental cross-sectional view in side eleva- 
tion taken along line 7-7 of FIG. 6; 

[0021] FIG. 8 is a top plan view of the convertible pillow cover 
with closure means engaged and having a pillow with a 
length L2 (such as a standard-sized pillow) enclosed 
therein; and 

[0022] FIG. 9 is a fragmental cross-sectional view in side eleva- 
tion taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 8. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] Referring first to FIGs. 1 to 3, a convertible pillow case or 
cover 10 according to a first embodiment of the invention 
has an external portion with a front face 12 and a rear face 
14 . The pillow cover 10 defines an open end 16 into which 
a pillow of a first size is inserted into the cover. As shown 
in FIGs. 1-3, the pillow cover 10 is configured to receive a 
larger-sized pillow having a length Ll , such as a king- 
sized pillow. 

[0024] A flap 20 is formed at the open end 16 of the pillow cover 
10 . The flap 20 defines a front face 22 and a rear face 24 . 


Three buttons 26 are attached to the front face 22 of the 
flap 20 in spaced apart relation. While regular round but- 
tons have been illustrated in FIG. 2, buttons and button- 
like fasteners of other configuration may be used. More- 
over, alternate fasteners may be used, such as, but not 
limited to, hook and eye fasteners or string ties. 

[0025] Three button holes 28 are formed through the front face 
12 of the pillow cover 10 . The button holes 28 are spaced 
apart and configured so as to engage buttons 26 attached 
to the flap 20 . As shown best in FIG. 7, after the pillow 40 
is inserted into the pillow case or cover 10 , one end of the 
pillow 40 fits within the flap 20 . The buttons 26 then are 
mated with the button holes 28 to secure the pillow cover 
10 over the pillow 40 . In this configuration (shown in FIGs. 
6 and 7), the pillow cover has a length Ll that is long 
enough to accommodate a pillow of a larger size and 
longer length, such as a king-sized bed pillow. 

[0026] Optionally, loops 30 may be attached to the front face 12 
of the pillow cover 10 . As shown in FIGs. 6 and 7, after 
the buttons 26 are mated with button holes 28, the loops 
30 may be fastened over the buttons 26 to provide a sec- 
ond fastening connection, in this configuration, the loops 
30 add to the decorative external appearance of the pillow 


cover 10 . 

[0027] Most preferably, a tape or decorative ribbon 32 is applied 
to the front and rear faces 12, 14 of the pillow cover 10 . 
As shown in FIGs. 1 and 3, the tape 32 is attached around 
the external surface of the pillow cover 10 at a distance 
from the open end 16 of the pillow cover that is compara- 
ble to the length of the flap 20. In this preferred embodi- 
ment, the flap 20 length is substantially equal to the dis- 
tance from the open end 16 of the pillow cover to the po- 
sition of the tape 32. 

[0028] While the pillow cover 10 of this embodiment has been 

shown with three buttons 26 on the flap 20 that mate with 
three button holes 28 through the front face 12 of the pil- 
low cover 10 , the pillow cover or duvet cover of the in- 
vention may be formed with fewer or more fasteners and 
companion mating holes. Such style variations are em- 
braced within the scope of this invention. 

[0029] In the preferred embodiment, three buttons 34 are at- 
tached to the rear face 14 of the pillow cover 10 as shown 
in FIG 1. Most preferably, the buttons 34 are attached to 
the tape 32, if a decorative tape 32 has been applied. But- 
tons 34 are intended to engage loops 30 when the pillow 
cover 10 is disposed in its second configuration discussed 


in greater detail below. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the buttons 
34 are provided in spaced apart relation with spacing 
comparable to that of buttons 26 attached to the flap 20 . 
While the pillow cover 10 of this most preferred embodi- 
ment has been shown with three buttons 34 attached to 
the tape 32, the pillow cover of the invention may be 
formed with fewer or more fasteners and companion mat- 
ing loops. Such style variations are embraced within the 
scope of this invention. 

[0030] In a second configuration illustrated best in FIGs. 8 and 9, 
the pillow cover 10 of the invention may be converted 
from a case or cover with a length Ll to a shorter length 
L2 to accommodate a pillow 50 of a smaller size or shorter 
length, such as a queen-sized pillow. After the larger 
sized pillow has been removed from the pillow cover, the 
pillow cover may be converted to its smaller size. 

[0031] Jo convert the pillow cover 10 , the flap 20 and a portion 
of the front and rear surfaces of the external portion of 
the pillow cover are folded and inserted into the internal 
portion of the pillow cover 10 as shown in FIG. 9. The pil- 
low 50 may be inserted into the interior of the pillow case 
or cover either before or after the flap 20 has been folded. 
Preferably, as shown in FIG. 9, one end of the pillow fits 


within tlie flap 20 , altliough it is possible also to fold the 
flap 20 so that the front face 22 of the flap 20 contacts the 
internal surface of the pillow cover 10 . 

[0032] vvith the shorter-length pillow 50 so encased within the 
pillow cover 10 , the loops 30 may be fastened over but- 
tons 34 to secure the pillow 50 within the pillow cover 10 . 
In this manner, the pillow cover 10 has a length L2 (FIG. 8) 
that is shorter than the length Ll of the pillow cover 10 
when it was in the first configuration (FIG. 6). 

[0033] The pillow cover 10 may be reversibly converted from a 
cover or case with a length L2 to a length Ll by unfasten- 
ing the loops 30 from buttons 34 and removing the pillow 
50 , extracting the flap 20 and other portions of the front 
and rear surfaces of the external portion from the interior 
of the pillow cover, inserting longer-length pillow 40 into 
the pillow cover, and re-engaging the buttons 26 with the 
button holes 28 . 

[0034] A size-convertible duvet cover according to the invention 
has the same structure as the pillow cover 10 , but the 
length and width are longer as customarily for covering a 
duvet. In addition, in view of the longer length of the open 
end, a larger number of fasteners may be disposed on the 
duvet cover than would typically be used with a convert- 


ibie pillow case. 

[0035] Preferably, textile fabrics customarily used for pillow case 
constructions and duvet cover constructions are used to 
form the pillow cover 10 or duvet cover. One such fabric is 
cotton, such as a 300 thread count or lesser thread count 
cotton. 

[0036] Though the invention has been described in terms of pre- 
ferred embodiments, it will be obvious that the same may 
be varied in many ways. Such variations are not to be re- 
garded as a departure from the spirit and scope of the in- 
vention and all such modifications, as would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art, are intended to be included within 
the scope of the following claims. 


